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ducts of the same forces, all belong to the same family ;
they are westernised Russians ; they have passed from the
fourteenth to the twentieth century at one stride, and the
violent transition has cut them completely adrift from
tradition and from all moral and religious standards;
books, commerce, and industry, the three boasted instru-
ments of our civilisation, have not civilised such Russians,
they have de-civilised them. But, as yet, Russians of this
character form only a tiny fraction of the nation ; and there
are happily signs that the dangers of an exotic culture are
being realised even by the intelligentsia themselves. Since
the failure of the revolution there has been a remarkable
revival of interest among Russian thinkers in the native
institutions, habits, and even the religion of the country;
and it may be that in time there will emerge from this chaos
of ideals a culture and a civilisation which will " make the
best of both worlds " by adopting Western methods without
surrendering an inch of the nation's spiritual territory,
above which floats the standard of religion, simplicity, and
brotherly love. The present war, terrible as it is, may do
something towards bringing this about, for the Russian
people, faced by a common danger and united in a common
purpose, are now of one mind and one heart, in a way that
they have not been since a century ago Napoleon was
thundering at the gates of Moscow.
And let this be said: if Russia should ever cease to be
Russia, if she ever loses those grand national characteristics
which make her so different from the West, and therefore so
difficult for us Westerns to understand, the world as a whole
will be infinitely the poorer for that loss. We need Russia
even more than Russia needs us; for, while we have grasped
the trappings, she possesses the real spirit of democracy.
Of the three democratic ideals, proclaimed by France in